
September 6, 2026 •  "Interdependence" with Rev. Charlotte Lehmann
This worship service begins our use of the UUA’s new Lifespan Faith Curricular Series “Woven Faith.” The
themes during this initial year center around our shared values. We will be intentionally incorporating our
UU values into UUFB’s congregational life starting with Interdependence. Simply stated, “We honor the
interdependent web of all existence and acknowledge our place in it.”

September 13, 2026 • "Water Communion Service" with Rev. Charlotte Lehmann
You may have heard the phrase “Water is Life” at some time in the past 20 years. In this multigenerational
worship service, which will include music, ritual, story, and reading, we reflect on how water connects us.
Bring a little sample of water to contribute to our ‘merging of the waters’ ceremony.

September 20, 2026 • "Harvest: The Central Sacred Practice of Life on Earth" with Rev. Karyl Huntley-
Sadler
At this holy time of the ancient harvest holiday of Mabon we celebrate the harvest in the fields and in our
lives.The twin blessings of abundance and sacrifice are central to harvest time. The blessing of balance is
also celebrated at this point in the turning of the year, as is the preparation of turning within as we move
into the darkening time of the sacred cycle. 

After 30 years in active pulpit ministry with Centers for Spiritual Living, serving three communities, Karyl
Huntley-Sadler retired in 2019 and moved to rural England, where she writes, counsels, and continues her
spiritual expression in a Church of England church, ringing 600-year-old bells on Sunday mornings.
Previously a high school teacher and college textbook publisher, Karyl has lived on both U.S. coasts and
traveled extensively, including leading sacred-site tours in Great Britain and Europe for 10 years. She is
especially known for her expertise in creating meaningful rituals and ceremonies for sacred, educational,
community, and family settings. She taught ritual to ministerial students and students worldwide and
served Centers for Spiritual Living nationally in ritual creation. She is the author of Real Life Rituals and
Celebrate with Ritual, exploring the power and purpose of ritual.

September 27, 2026 • "What Keeps You Connected?" with Rev. Charlotte Lehmann
Some say that desperate times call for desperate measures, but actually what we need to do is hold onto
our connections through our embodiment of “Fierce Grace.” When you find yourself experiencing
challenges of any kind, what keeps you connected?
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Wow! It’s been a whirlwind of a month and then some…

First off, your welcome of me to Bozeman and to UUFB has been entirely in character based on my
experience with the Ministerial Search Committee’s handling of our complex UUA search process:
intentional, thoughtful, and generous! The appearance of a literal welcome wagon at the end of the
service on August 2 , and the plethora of the cards, accoutrements, and gifts, was and is really
impressive, not only to me, but to my friends and community. And I haven’t either gotten to go through or
make use of everything yet or to individually thank all who contributed to this welcome!

nd

I am especially grateful to those who have really gone above and beyond with their generosity of time and
resources. You know who you are! I could call you out, but I’ll refrain.

It has been a busy start-up month. I’ve been attending various meetings and getting to meet a lot of
people. It’s enough to make my head spin at times.

I have found an apartment and now am awaiting the scheduling by the moving company of the
transportation and delivery of my belongings to here. It has been delayed by matters beyond either their
or my control.

Getting everything transferred, set up, and going smoothly will continue to take up time. There’s an awful
lot of logistics to deal with, and it can be frustrating at times, in addition to being time-consuming.

Sunday services this year will make use of a new UUA theme-based whole church curriculum called
Woven Faith. During this pilot year, there is no cost to registrants. It covers ALL aspects of congregational
life: worship, lifespan faith formation, hospitality and membership, and much more. The focus over the
next nine months is on our Shared UU Values. We begin in September with “Interdependence.” We have
some really special services arranged for this autumn.

Our Lifespan Religious Exploration program is looking into offering OWL for Adults as well as other
programming that will be fresh and new to UUFB.

I have begun a Year Long Transitional Ministry Training (YLMT) program offered by the UUA’s Transitions
Office. This training recognizes that there are transitions happening in every congregation and type of
ministry; contract ministers were encouraged to participate. The YLTMT includes a 5-day in-person
gathering in Montgomery, AL, in October; I will be away from 10/19-10/23.

I will also be away for a week this month (9/15-9/21): I was invited to participate in the 150  Anniversary
Celebration of the First Universalist Church – UU in Auburn, ME, where I was ordained in 2017.

th

My work week typically is Tuesday-Friday from 9 am to 5 pm, plus some evening meetings. I will be out of
the pulpit and not attending the worship service one Sunday each month. My regular Sabbath Day is
Mondays, and except for when a fellowship event or special meeting requires differently, I normally am
not working on Saturdays. Feel free to email me or call to set up a meeting with me if you have any
concerns or celebrations that you’d like to talk over with me.

Blessings,
Rev. Charlotte
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Hello Kindred Spirits!

As our Summer of Silliness comes to a close in the classroom, we are looking forward to the new
school year. 

August was a wild ride! We started things off playing another game of Adventure Tales, this time
imagining ourselves as wizards on a silly quest to find the headmaster. The following week, Jasmine,
our new Co-teacher, came in board and we created tube horns as we talked about the difference
between silly sounds and annoying sounds, because while they often sound the same, one respects
the other people around us. The week after that, we had an emergency and had to sadly cancel class. 
The next week, we had a great time going on a treasure hunt at the park. While no children made it
that day, a handful of adults got to enjoy that timeless experience. Lastly, we closed out the month
practicing silliness, which is the heart of creativity, decorating masks with Susan and Cami. 

Moving into September, our new theme is Interdependence! We will start things off by talking about
what Interdependence means. As one of our core values, we will be talking about how we need each
other and how others need us. Next, we are going to experience interdependence as we celebrate our
yearly water communion. The following week lands on the autumn equinox and so we will talk about
interdependence through the lens of the great harvest. Lastly, we will be having a guest speaker in
the classroom, Megan Hollingsworth, who will be teaching the children all about frogs!! 

I hope that you all have a blessed September and that we all learn how to better depend upon and
support each other. 

Blessings everyone, Asherah 

EXPLORATIONEXPLORATIONEXPLORATION
RELIGIOUSRELIGIOUS  RELIGIOUS 
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Magical Afternoon in Bumblewood Thicket - Fun for All Ages! – September 20
Join us for a magical afternoon at Bumblewood Thicket! On Sunday, Sept. 20, we’ll meet at 2 p.m. at
Glen Lake Rotary Park (Bozeman Beach) at the East entrance (Boylan Rd., end of the golf course –
plenty of street parking). This free, self-guided public art installation features miniature handcrafted
fairy homes and businesses built by local artists. And an added bonus is that from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
there will be Magical Moments in the Bumblewood Thicket which means there will be musicians
performing in the village. After touring the Thicket, we’ll gather in the nearby grove for ice cream
bars—bring a chair if you’d like to sit while eating. RSVP at uufbozeman.org/bumblewood so we know
how many treats to bring!



August has been a month of beginnings for the UUFB Board. We welcomed Rev. Charlotte Lehmann to
UUFB and had the joy of gathering for their first service on August 16. At our August 20 meeting, Rev.
Charlotte brought the Board their first Minister's Report, covering a remarkably full three weeks.

At that same meeting, we authorized a search committee for a new pianist. Laurel Y.’s retirement
leaves a role that shapes how we worship together, and we are grateful to Sandra Ol for pulling a
committee together so quickly. Kim H., Lisa T., Sara W., and Jeanne M. have agreed to serve. Megan
Makeever will consult with the committee as it shapes a job description and advertises the position. A
task force will discuss how best to structure our music program in the years ahead.

The Board also approved the purchase of a new television and microphone system, $4,100 in total.
Our old TV had broken, and the new TV is already installed and in use. The new wireless microphone
system, which was recommended by the Sunday Services Committee, has been installed and will
enhance the worship experience for both in-person and online attendees. 

Much of the August Board meeting focused on the fall stewardship campaign and the development of
the 2027 budget. Dave Rockafellow (Treasurer) and Bruce DePriester (Finance Committee Chair)
walked us through the 2026 Financial Review and how our annual budget comes together. A first draft
of the 2027 budget foresees an increase in staff spending as we (happily) return to full-time ministry. 
 
The Board and minister will engage in a full-day Board retreat on September 12, and our regular
September meeting (to be held this month by Zoom) is September 17 at 12:30 pm.

Lisa B. for the Board of Directors

BOARD REPORTBOARD REPORTBOARD REPORT
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UUFB Pianist Wanted
UUFB is seeking a pianist to accompany Sunday worship services and occasional rehearsals. We are
looking for someone with solid piano skills, reliability, and a heart for serving in worship.
Compensation of $130 per Sunday service plus $35/hr for choir accompaniment, attending two
midweek choir rehearsals per month.

Music for each Sunday will usually include 2 or 3 hymns selected by the minister, as well as 3 solo
pieces selected by the pianist for prelude, offertory, and closing meditation. These must fit with the
theme of each service.

QUALIFICATIONS - Preferred
Appreciation of and respect for Unitarian Universalist values (see uufbozeman.org/who-we-are)
Knowledge of Google Drive, Google Docs, Google Sheets
Ability to improvise
Familiarity and proficiency of different music styles
Extensive knowledge of repertoire so music is appropriate

For mor einformation and to audition, please contact Kim (email admin@uufbozeman.org for her
contact information). 

https://uufbozeman.org/about-us/who-we-are/


UUFB is engaging with a new curricular series called Woven Faith, developed by the UUA and
consultant religious educators. Provided in a monthly theme-based ministry format, the resources
provide a wide array of ways we can engage around the theme, including worship, classroom
lessons for children, small group ministry for youth through older adults, all ages fellowship
activities, as well as activities for boards and committees, inclusion and belonging ministries, and
justice ministries.

This year, the themes center around the UU shared values, 
as follows:

September: Interdependence
October: Living the Questions
November: Covenant
December: Pluralism
January: Courageous Love

This is the inaugural and pilot year for Woven Faith, so the developers are also still learning! They
want to hear from us how things worked in our congregation. 

If you’re interested in helping us pilot and implement the full range of resources, please contact our
Office Administrator. This curriculum focuses on a way of engaging the whole congregation and
helping us realize a strongly connected “Community of Communities.” We have faith this curriculum
will help us ground in our UU values and theologies, help us hone the skills for right relationships in
our congregation, and to do the work of justice in our wider community.
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New Woven Faith Curricular Series

Keeping In Touch
with the old and

the new
 The Hospitality and Membership
Committee is starting our annual Keeping
in Touch (KIT) survey in which we make
sure we have the most up-to-date contact
information for everyone. Please stop by
our table in the Social Hall before or after
service to check your entry in the
Directory. Also, let us know if you would
like to submit a new photo. If you are a
newcomer and would like to be listed in
the Directory, please tell us - it's not just
for members! We will be working on this
for the next 3-4 weeks.

Are you new to this Fellowship? 
Maybe you have been here 
awhile and would like to know 
more about our beliefs and 
practices. All of the curious 
are invited to join the Hospitality and Membership
team at our “Making Connections UUFB Orientation
Session” on Sunday, Oct 4th, at 11:20. We will meet in
a location in the building (TBD). Childcare and snacks
will be provided. For about an hour, please join us
along with Rev. Charlotte in discussion about UU
origins, UUFB activities, and your own stories. Contact
anyone wearing an “Ask me about UUFB” button or
one of the greeters if you have questions. 

February: Equity
March: Transformation
April: Generosity
May: Expressing Our Faith
June: Justice

Making Connections 
UUFB Orientation Session

Sunday, October 4th



As we explore Interdependence this month we are weaving with at least five threads from our living
Unitarian Universalist tradition.

Thread One: The Transcendentalists
The second generation of American Unitarians included the rebellious and radical innovators known as
the Transcendentalists. In their own time most of them stepped outside of Unitarianism, but in the end
UUism shifted to embrace their philosophy and include it in our sources. Theologically the
Transcendentalists move us toward interdependence with their embrace of nature as a source of
inspiration at least equal (if not greater than) scripture. And pedagogically the Transcendentalists
experimented with experiential and dialogical methods that shifted us toward co-learning. This thread
continues to re-weave itself into our tradition as we find inspiration from nature and each other.

Thread Two: Sophia Lyon Fahs
The early 20th century was a dynamic time in learning theory and pedagogical experimentation. While
Maria Montessori and John Dewey were experimenting with child-led and experiential education, Sophia
Lyon Fahs was doing the same within the context of Unitarian religious education. Fahs introduced the
study of natural objects and everyday life, rather than relying solely on scripture and catechism as the
curriculum. She also sought to learn from the children rather than simply instructing them, and with her
writings and curriculum she left a lasting impact on Unitarian Universalism. When we remember to
respect the contributions of people of all ages, including our children, in our congregations we are re-
weaving this thread into our faith tradition.

Thread Three: The 7th Principle
In the 1970’s and 80’s the UU Womens Federation provided the push to re-examine and reform what was
then the Six Principles of Unitarian Universalism. When the Principles were revised the 7th Principle was
added “Respect for the Interdependent Web of All Existence of Which We Are a Part”. This principle
explicitly introduced interdependence as a core value for the tradition. Generations of UU young people
grew up with curricula that centered environmental care and human mutuality as part of a UU identity.
This thread remains a strong core within our weaving.

Thread Four: Article II and Our Shared Values
As a living tradition UUism makes a practice of returning to re-examine our shared values on a regular
basis. In June of 2024 a new Article II was adopted at the General Assembly, giving us our new shared
values, now with the addition of covenant language that gives us the verbs for how we will live those
values together. Here is what we covenant to do for Interdependence: We covenant to protect Earth and
all beings from exploitation. We will create and nurture sustainable relationships of care and respect,
mutuality and justice. We will work to repair harm and damaged relationships. This larger articulation of
how we can put our values into action is a new thread to add to our weaving of faith formation for all.

Thread Five: Covenant
Our religious ancestors in America were the early pilgrims who came and founded towns and churches
that they based on mutual agreements, much like our modern covenants. In the mid-twentieth century
the practice of covenanting was reintroduced to Unitarian congregations by James Luther Adams. Adams
had seen the inability of churches and other institutions to resist Nazism, and was seeking ways to
strengthen voluntary association and create communities of resistance. Covenanting is the spiritual
practice and practical tool that he believed could bring individuals together into a We that would be
strong and resilient even in the face of challenge. We reweave this thread into our faith formation journey
each year as classroom covenants are created.
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 Threads of Theology and Pedagogy
What We Weave:



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
•7:00 Men’s Group

4 5

                        6 
•10:00 Service with Rev. Charlotte Lehmann
•11:00 Monthly Birthday Party Social Time

7 8 9
•6:00 Women’s
Group

10 11 12

13
•10:00 Service with Rev. Charlotte Lehmann
•2  Sunday Offering to Family Promisend

14 15 16
•3:00 Banned
Book Club
•5:30 Choir
Rehearsal

17
•12:30 Board
Meeting

18 19

20
•10:00 Service with Rev. Karyl Huntley-
Sadler
•Food Bank Sunday
•2:00 Magical Afternoon in Bumblewood
Thicket

21 22 23
•5:30 Choir
Rehearsal

24
•4:30 Fork & Spoon
Volunteers Needed

25 26

27
•10:00 Service with Rev. Charlotte Lehmann
•10:00 Glass Recycling

28 29 30

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events
9/20, 10 a.m. Sunday Service with Rev. Karyl
Huntley-Sadler
9/20 Food Bank Sunday
9/20, 2 p.m. Magical Afternoon in Bumblewood
Thicket
9/23, 5:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
9/24, 4:30 p.m. Fork & Spoon Volunteers
Needed
9/27, 10 a.m. Sunday Service with Rev. Charlotte
Lehmann
9/27, 10 a.m. Glass Recycling

9/3, 7 p.m. Men’s Group
9/6, 10 a.m. Sunday Service with Rev.
Charlotte Lehmann
9/6, 11 a.m. Monthly Birthday/Anniversary
Social Time
9/9, 6 p.m. Women’s Group
9/13, 10 a.m. Sunday Service with Rev.
Charlotte Lehmann
9/13, 2  Sunday Offering to Family Promisend

9/16, 3 p.m. Banned Book Club
9/16, 5:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
9/17, 12:30 p.m. Board Meeting
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Men’s Group - September 3
All men are invited to join the UUFB Men's Group for their monthly meeting 7 p.m. at UUFB. This is a
great opportunity to connect with other men in the community, engage in meaningful discussions,
and explore topics of shared interest. Whether you're a long-time member or new to the group, your
presence and participation are valued. If you would like to be added to the Men's Group email list
to stay informed about upcoming gatherings, please contact the Office Admin.

Monthly Birthday & Anniversary Party Social Time – September 6
Join us for the monthly birthday and anniversary social time after service! Everyone celebrating a
birthday or anniversary this month will be the guests of honor. We need people to bring a finger
food to share! Sign up at uufbozeman.org/birthday.

Women’s Group - September 9
The UUFB Women's Group will begin meeting again this fall. Our first meeting will be Wednesday,
September 9th at 6:00 p.m. at UUFB. We will be deciding on which night to have our meetings this
upcoming year, so bring your calendars. Please also bring a snack to share.

2nd Sunday Offering to Family Promise - September 13
The Social Justice Action Committee (SJAC) has specified that this offering will go to Family
Promise. Donate online (uufbozeman.org/donate) and select “Give to 2nd Sunday charitable
donation” or write a check payable to UUFB with “Family Promise” in the memo line.

Family Promise supports families experiencing housing insecurity through transitional housing,
prevention, stabilization, and workforce housing programs, helping families secure safe, affordable
homes and build brighter futures. Rising Stars Early Learning Center provides developmentally
appropriate care and early learning for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers, with scholarships based
on income and expenses to make quality childcare accessible to every family in the community.

Banned Book Group – September 16 
The Banned Book Group will meet on Wednesday, September 16th from 3:00–4:30 p.m. We’ll be
discussing The Color Purple by Alice Walker. All are welcome—whether you’ve read the whole book
or just want to listen in!

Board Meeting – September 17
The UUFB Board meets at UUFB and on Zoom monthly at 12:30 p.m. the date listed above. Please
let a Board member know if you are interested in attending.

Food Bank Sunday – September 20
Non-perishable food donations and toiletries for the Gallatin Valley Food Bank will be collected at
this UUFB service. Please bring your items and a member will deliver them to the food bank.

Fork & Spoon Volunteers Needed – September 24
2-3 Volunteers from UUFB are needed at Fork & Spoon from 4:30-7:30 p.m. Please sign up at least
a week before the scheduled date by filling out the form located at uufbozeman.org/fork-spoon. If
you have questions, please contact Randy B.

Glass Recycling - Stepmber 27
On the 4th Sunday of each month, UUFB has a glass recycling service for our members. There will
be a volunteer in our parking lot accepting clean glass in boxes or bags to recycle. If you wish to
offer a small payment for gas and time, feel free! Thank you to Mattie W. for being our glass
recycling volunteer this month! Please do not leave the glass at the fellowship.
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Sunday Services Suggestions and Feedback
The Sunday Services Committee endeavors to present topics and speakers that are inspiring,
informative, and stimulating—and we invite your feedback on past services and suggestions for
future ones. You can share your ideas by completing the form at uufbozeman.org/3sf.

Join the UUFB Hiking Group
Would you like to be a part of our UUFB Hiking Group e-mail list? It's a great way to stay updated
on our upcoming hikes and connect with fellow nature enthusiasts. If you're interested, simply
reach out to Dick C. or email our Office Admin at admin@uufbozeman.org, and we'll make sure
you're added to the list. Whether you're a seasoned hiker or just looking to enjoy the outdoors in
good company, we welcome you to join us on our moderate hikes with a comfortable pace and
fantastic camaraderie!

Join Our Choir!
Join our choir, led by Megan M! All skill levels are welcome. Connect, express, and spread joy
through communal singing. Rehearsals are generally held on a Wednesday evening twice a month
from 5:30–6:30 p.m. September–May, with performances once a month during a Sunday service.
Upcoming: Sept. 16 & 23 rehearsals; Sept. 27 performance; Oct. 28 & Nov. 4 rehearsals; Nov. 8
performance; Dec. 9 & 16 rehearsals; Dec. 20 performance. Email admin@uufbozeman.org to join!

UU Humanist Group
The UU Humanist Group explores Humanism and its role in Unitarian Universalism. For more
information and to find out when the next meeting is please contact Sara W. 
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Family Promise will be the recipient of our September 2  Sunday donations. The money we donate will be put into
their general fund and used to support all their services. That list is long and the names of some of the programs have
changed.

nd

Diversion and Prevention -  Family Promise  works to help families avoid the trauma of losing their housing. Case
managers work with families to mediate with landlords, provide financial help for utilities, security deposits and
rent. 
Transitional Housing – The transitional housing program provides temporary accommodations to families
experiencing homelessness and enables them to stay together as they work to regain independence. This program
is the one we previously knew as emergency housing. 
Bridge Housing -  This program helps families that are ready to move out of emergency housing. Currently there
are ten housing units at the Journey Home campus. Bridge housing rent begins at below market rate ($500) and
increases every three months. The goal is that each family pays near the market rate for rent by the time they are
ready to leave the bridge housing program and so are ready to move on to housing in the community.
Workforce Housing – There are five workforce housing units on the Journey Home campus that provide affordable
living options for families working in essential sectors in our community. It helps stabilize the workforce, making it
easier for employees to live near their jobs, reducing commute times, and enhancing overall quality of life. 
Rising Stars – provides day care and education for children so that families can work.

All this work requires money to continue paying the mortgage for the Journey Home campus and for staff. Please be
generous on September 13 as we continue UUFB’s support of this worthy venture. 

http://uufbozeman.org/3sf


Staff
• Minister: Rev. Charlotte L.

• Office Administrator: Christy H.

    In-office hours: Tuesday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

    Remote hours: Tuesday-Friday, 11:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

    Out of the office on Monday

• Coordinator of Religious Exploration: Asherah B.

• Religious Exploration Sub Co-Teacher: Jasmine A.

• Pianist: Open

• Choir Director: Megan M.

Contact us! 

uufbozeman.org/about-us/contact-us

UUFB News & Events

Calendar of Events
See our calendar of upcoming events at:

uufbozeman.org/news/events-page.

Friday E-News
Our weekly emails include details about upcoming events,

announcements, and Sunday services. To join, please visit

uufbozeman.org/news/e-news.

Email Discussion List 
An email discussion list (listserv) has been established in

order to communicate announcements and events of

interest to the UUFB. To subscribe, send an email to our

Office Administrator requesting to join. 

Newsletter
The UUFB Newsletter is published monthly. The deadline to

submit articles is the third Thursday of the month.

Announcements & news for the Sunday Service bulletin and

Friday e-news are due in by 9 a.m. every Tuesday. Articles,

announcements & news can be submitted to our Office

Administrator.
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2026-2027 Board Members
• President: Lisa B.

• Vice President: Kim H.

• Past Presidents: Kaylin G. and Sandra O. 

• Secretary: Joy L.

• Treasurer: Dave R.

• Member-at-Large: May V.

• Member-at-Large: James H.

Committees/Task Force Leaders
• Building & Grounds Committee: Tonya S., Contact

• Building Coordinator: Tonya S., Contact

• Caring Committee, Meals, Rides: Mary M., Contact

• Communications Committee: Neil S., Contact

• Committee on Shared Ministry: Anna J., Contact

• Finance Committee: Bruce D., Chair

• Fundraising: Open

• Governance/Leadership: Tonya S., Contact

• Hospitality/Membership: Tonya S., Chair

• Interfaith Our Whole Lives: Asherah B., CRE

• Interior Design: Barbara L., Contact

• Investment Committee: Paul S., Chair

• Leadership Council: Kim H., Contact

• Legacy Giving: Pam P., Contact

• Lifespan Religious Exploration: Warren K., Contact

• Safety Task Force: Neil S., Contact

• Social Activities: Diane K., Contact

• Social Justice Action Committee: Randy B., Contact

• Stewardship: Peg W., Contact

• Sunday Services Committee: Jeanne M., Chair 

Contact Points
• Book Sales/Little Library: Leona P.

• Family Promise Task Force: Carolyn B.

• Food Bank: Susan A., Norm E., Sandy K.

• Fork & Spoon: Randy B.

• Hiking Group: Dick C.

• Humanist Group: Sara W.

• Historian: Susan B.

• Kitchen/Bath Supplier: Suzy S.

• Men’s Group: Warren K.

• Soul Matters Groups: Lynn F., Leona P.

• UUFB Choir: Megan M.

• Women’s Group: Diane K., Contact

• Youth Group: Asherah B., CRE

https://uufbozeman.org/about-us/contact-us/
https://uufbozeman.org/news/events-page/
https://uufbozeman.org/news/e-news/
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	MINISTER MUSINGS
	REV. CHARLOTTE LEHMANN
	Wow! It’s been a whirlwind of a month and then some…
	First off, your welcome of me to Bozeman and to UUFB has been entirely in character based on my experience with the Ministerial Search Committee’s handling of our complex UUA search process: intentional, thoughtful, and generous! The appearance of a literal welcome wagon at the end of the service on August 2nd, and the plethora of the cards, accoutrements, and gifts, was and is really impressive, not only to me, but to my friends and community. And I haven’t either gotten to go through or make use of everything yet or to individually thank all who contributed to this welcome!
	I am especially grateful to those who have really gone above and beyond with their generosity of time and resources. You know who you are! I could call you out, but I’ll refrain.
	It has been a busy start-up month. I’ve been attending various meetings and getting to meet a lot of people. It’s enough to make my head spin at times.
	I have found an apartment and now am awaiting the scheduling by the moving company of the transportation and delivery of my belongings to here. It has been delayed by matters beyond either their or my control.
	Getting everything transferred, set up, and going smoothly will continue to take up time. There’s an awful lot of logistics to deal with, and it can be frustrating at times, in addition to being time-consuming.
	Sunday services this year will make use of a new UUA theme-based whole church curriculum called Woven Faith. During this pilot year, there is no cost to registrants. It covers ALL aspects of congregational life: worship, lifespan faith formation, hospitality and membership, and much more. The focus over the next nine months is on our Shared UU Values. We begin in September with “Interdependence.” We have some really special services arranged for this autumn.
	Our Lifespan Religious Exploration program is looking into offering OWL for Adults as well as other programming that will be fresh and new to UUFB.
	I have begun a Year Long Transitional Ministry Training (YLMT) program offered by the UUA’s Transitions Office. This training recognizes that there are transitions happening in every congregation and type of ministry; contract ministers were encouraged to participate. The YLTMT includes a 5-day in-person gathering in Montgomery, AL, in October; I will be away from 10/19-10/23.
	I will also be away for a week this month (9/15-9/21): I was invited to participate in the 150th Anniversary Celebration of the First Universalist Church – UU in Auburn, ME, where I was ordained in 2017.
	My work week typically is Tuesday-Friday from 9 am to 5 pm, plus some evening meetings. I will be out of the pulpit and not attending the worship service one Sunday each month. My regular Sabbath Day is Mondays, and except for when a fellowship event or special meeting requires differently, I normally am not working on Saturdays. Feel free to email me or call to set up a meeting with me if you have any concerns or celebrations that you’d like to talk over with me.
	Blessings,
	Rev. Charlotte
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	RELIGIOUS
	EXPLORATION
	Hello Kindred Spirits!
	As our Summer of Silliness comes to a close in the classroom, we are looking forward to the new school year.
	August was a wild ride! We started things off playing another game of Adventure Tales, this time imagining ourselves as wizards on a silly quest to find the headmaster. The following week, Jasmine, our new Co-teacher, came in board and we created tube horns as we talked about the difference between silly sounds and annoying sounds, because while they often sound the same, one respects the other people around us. The week after that, we had an emergency and had to sadly cancel class.
	The next week, we had a great time going on a treasure hunt at the park. While no children made it that day, a handful of adults got to enjoy that timeless experience. Lastly, we closed out the month practicing silliness, which is the heart of creativity, decorating masks with Susan and Cami.
	Moving into September, our new theme is Interdependence! We will start things off by talking about what Interdependence means. As one of our core values, we will be talking about how we need each other and how others need us. Next, we are going to experience interdependence as we celebrate our yearly water communion. The following week lands on the autumn equinox and so we will talk about interdependence through the lens of the great harvest. Lastly, we will be having a guest speaker in the classroom, Megan Hollingsworth, who will be teaching the children all about frogs!!
	I hope that you all have a blessed September and that we all learn how to better depend upon and support each other.
	Blessings everyone, Asherah
	Magical Afternoon in Bumblewood Thicket - Fun for All Ages! – September 20
	Join us for a magical afternoon at Bumblewood Thicket! On Sunday, Sept. 20, we’ll meet at 2 p.m. at Glen Lake Rotary Park (Bozeman Beach) at the East entrance (Boylan Rd., end of the golf course – plenty of street parking). This free, self-guided public art installation features miniature handcrafted fairy homes and businesses built by local artists. And an added bonus is that from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. there will be Magical Moments in the Bumblewood Thicket which means there will be musicians performing in the village. After touring the Thicket, we’ll gather in the nearby grove for ice cream bars—bring a chair if you’d like to sit while eating. RSVP at uufbozeman.org/bumblewood so we know how many treats to bring!
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	BOARD REPORT
	August has been a month of beginnings for the UUFB Board. We welcomed Rev. Charlotte Lehmann to UUFB and had the joy of gathering for their first service on August 16. At our August 20 meeting, Rev. Charlotte brought the Board their first Minister's Report, covering a remarkably full three weeks.
	At that same meeting, we authorized a search committee for a new pianist. Laurel Y.’s retirement leaves a role that shapes how we worship together, and we are grateful to Sandra Ol for pulling a committee together so quickly. Kim H., Lisa T., Sara W., and Jeanne M. have agreed to serve. Megan Makeever will consult with the committee as it shapes a job description and advertises the position. A task force will discuss how best to structure our music program in the years ahead.
	The Board also approved the purchase of a new television and microphone system, $4,100 in total. Our old TV had broken, and the new TV is already installed and in use. The new wireless microphone system, which was recommended by the Sunday Services Committee, has been installed and will enhance the worship experience for both in-person and online attendees.
	Much of the August Board meeting focused on the fall stewardship campaign and the development of the 2027 budget. Dave Rockafellow (Treasurer) and Bruce DePriester (Finance Committee Chair) walked us through the 2026 Financial Review and how our annual budget comes together. A first draft of the 2027 budget foresees an increase in staff spending as we (happily) return to full-time ministry.
	The Board and minister will engage in a full-day Board retreat on September 12, and our regular September meeting (to be held this month by Zoom) is September 17 at 12:30 pm.
	Lisa B. for the Board of Directors
	UUFB Pianist Wanted
	UUFB is seeking a pianist to accompany Sunday worship services and occasional rehearsals. We are looking for someone with solid piano skills, reliability, and a heart for serving in worship. Compensation of $130 per Sunday service plus $35/hr for choir accompaniment, attending two midweek choir rehearsals per month.
	Music for each Sunday will usually include 2 or 3 hymns selected by the minister, as well as 3 solo pieces selected by the pianist for prelude, offertory, and closing meditation. These must fit with the theme of each service.
	QUALIFICATIONS - Preferred
	Appreciation of and respect for Unitarian Universalist values (see uufbozeman.org/who-we-are)
	Knowledge of Google Drive, Google Docs, Google Sheets
	Ability to improvise
	Familiarity and proficiency of different music styles
	Extensive knowledge of repertoire so music is appropriate
	For mor einformation and to audition, please contact Kim (email admin@uufbozeman.org for her contact information).
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	New Woven Faith Curricular Series
	UUFB is engaging with a new curricular series called Woven Faith, developed by the UUA and consultant religious educators. Provided in a monthly theme-based ministry format, the resources provide a wide array of ways we can engage around the theme, including worship, classroom lessons for children, small group ministry for youth through older adults, all ages fellowship activities, as well as activities for boards and committees, inclusion and belonging ministries, and justice ministries.
	This year, the themes center around the UU shared values,
	as follows:
	September: Interdependence
	October: Living the Questions
	November: Covenant
	December: Pluralism
	January: Courageous Love
	This is the inaugural and pilot year for Woven Faith, so the developers are also still learning! They want to hear from us how things worked in our congregation.
	If you’re interested in helping us pilot and implement the full range of resources, please contact our Office Administrator. This curriculum focuses on a way of engaging the whole congregation and helping us realize a strongly connected “Community of Communities.” We have faith this curriculum will help us ground in our UU values and theologies, help us hone the skills for right relationships in our congregation, and to do the work of justice in our wider community.
	February: Equity
	March: Transformation
	April: Generosity
	May: Expressing Our Faith
	June: Justice
	Making Connections
	UUFB Orientation Session
	Sunday, October 4th
	Are you new to this Fellowship?
	Maybe you have been here
	awhile and would like to know
	more about our beliefs and
	practices. All of the curious
	are invited to join the Hospitality and Membership team at our “Making Connections UUFB Orientation Session” on Sunday, Oct 4th, at 11:20. We will meet in a location in the building (TBD). Childcare and snacks will be provided. For about an hour, please join us along with Rev. Charlotte in discussion about UU origins, UUFB activities, and your own stories. Contact anyone wearing an “Ask me about UUFB” button or one of the greeters if you have questions.

	Keeping In Touch with the old and the new
	The Hospitality and Membership Committee is starting our annual Keeping in Touch (KIT) survey in which we make sure we have the most up-to-date contact information for everyone. Please stop by our table in the Social Hall before or after service to check your entry in the Directory. Also, let us know if you would like to submit a new photo. If you are a newcomer and would like to be listed in the Directory, please tell us - it's not just for members! We will be working on this for the next 3-4 weeks.
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	What We
	Weave:
	Threads of Theology and Pedagogy
	As we explore Interdependence this month we are weaving with at least five threads from our living Unitarian Universalist tradition.
	Thread One: The Transcendentalists
	The second generation of American Unitarians included the rebellious and radical innovators known as the Transcendentalists. In their own time most of them stepped outside of Unitarianism, but in the end UUism shifted to embrace their philosophy and include it in our sources. Theologically the Transcendentalists move us toward interdependence with their embrace of nature as a source of inspiration at least equal (if not greater than) scripture. And pedagogically the Transcendentalists experimented with experiential and dialogical methods that shifted us toward co-learning. This thread continues to re-weave itself into our tradition as we find inspiration from nature and each other.

	Thread Two: Sophia Lyon Fahs
	The early 20th century was a dynamic time in learning theory and pedagogical experimentation. While Maria Montessori and John Dewey were experimenting with child-led and experiential education, Sophia Lyon Fahs was doing the same within the context of Unitarian religious education. Fahs introduced the study of natural objects and everyday life, rather than relying solely on scripture and catechism as the curriculum. She also sought to learn from the children rather than simply instructing them, and with her writings and curriculum she left a lasting impact on Unitarian Universalism. When we remember to respect the contributions of people of all ages, including our children, in our congregations we are re-weaving this thread into our faith tradition.

	Thread Three: The 7th Principle
	In the 1970’s and 80’s the UU Womens Federation provided the push to re-examine and reform what was then the Six Principles of Unitarian Universalism. When the Principles were revised the 7th Principle was added “Respect for the Interdependent Web of All Existence of Which We Are a Part”. This principle explicitly introduced interdependence as a core value for the tradition. Generations of UU young people grew up with curricula that centered environmental care and human mutuality as part of a UU identity. This thread remains a strong core within our weaving.

	Thread Four: Article II and Our Shared Values
	As a living tradition UUism makes a practice of returning to re-examine our shared values on a regular basis. In June of 2024 a new Article II was adopted at the General Assembly, giving us our new shared values, now with the addition of covenant language that gives us the verbs for how we will live those values together. Here is what we covenant to do for Interdependence: We covenant to protect Earth and all beings from exploitation. We will create and nurture sustainable relationships of care and respect, mutuality and justice. We will work to repair harm and damaged relationships. This larger articulation of how we can put our values into action is a new thread to add to our weaving of faith formation for all.

	Thread Five: Covenant
	Our religious ancestors in America were the early pilgrims who came and founded towns and churches that they based on mutual agreements, much like our modern covenants. In the mid-twentieth century the practice of covenanting was reintroduced to Unitarian congregations by James Luther Adams. Adams had seen the inability of churches and other institutions to resist Nazism, and was seeking ways to strengthen voluntary association and create communities of resistance. Covenanting is the spiritual practice and practical tool that he believed could bring individuals together into a We that would be strong and resilient even in the face of challenge. We reweave this thread into our faith formation journey each year as classroom covenants are created.
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	3
	•7:00 Men’s Group
	6
	•10:00 Service with Rev. Charlotte Lehmann
	•11:00 Monthly Birthday Party Social Time
	9
	•6:00 Women’s Group
	13
	•10:00 Service with Rev. Charlotte Lehmann
	•2nd Sunday Offering to Family Promise
	16
	•3:00 Banned Book Club
	•5:30 Choir Rehearsal
	17
	•12:30 Board Meeting
	20
	•10:00 Service with Rev. Karyl Huntley-Sadler
	•Food Bank Sunday
	•2:00 Magical Afternoon in Bumblewood Thicket
	23
	•5:30 Choir Rehearsal
	24
	•4:30 Fork & Spoon Volunteers Needed
	27
	•10:00 Service with Rev. Charlotte Lehmann
	•10:00 Glass Recycling


	Upcoming Events
	9/3, 7 p.m. Men’s Group
	9/6, 10 a.m. Sunday Service with Rev. Charlotte Lehmann
	9/6, 11 a.m. Monthly Birthday/Anniversary Social Time
	9/9, 6 p.m. Women’s Group
	9/13, 10 a.m. Sunday Service with Rev. Charlotte Lehmann
	9/13, 2nd Sunday Offering to Family Promise
	9/16, 3 p.m. Banned Book Club
	9/16, 5:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
	9/17, 12:30 p.m. Board Meeting
	9/20, 10 a.m. Sunday Service with Rev. Karyl Huntley-Sadler
	9/20 Food Bank Sunday
	9/20, 2 p.m. Magical Afternoon in Bumblewood Thicket
	9/23, 5:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
	9/24, 4:30 p.m. Fork & Spoon Volunteers Needed
	9/27, 10 a.m. Sunday Service with Rev. Charlotte Lehmann
	9/27, 10 a.m. Glass Recycling
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	Men’s Group - September 3
	All men are invited to join the UUFB Men's Group for their monthly meeting 7 p.m. at UUFB. This is a great opportunity to connect with other men in the community, engage in meaningful discussions, and explore topics of shared interest. Whether you're a long-time member or new to the group, your presence and participation are valued. If you would like to be added to the Men's Group email list to stay informed about upcoming gatherings, please contact the Office Admin.

	Monthly Birthday & Anniversary Party Social Time – September 6
	Join us for the monthly birthday and anniversary social time after service! Everyone celebrating a birthday or anniversary this month will be the guests of honor. We need people to bring a finger food to share! Sign up at uufbozeman.org/birthday.

	Women’s Group - September 9
	The UUFB Women's Group will begin meeting again this fall. Our first meeting will be Wednesday, September 9th at 6:00 p.m. at UUFB. We will be deciding on which night to have our meetings this upcoming year, so bring your calendars. Please also bring a snack to share.

	2nd Sunday Offering to Family Promise - September 13
	The Social Justice Action Committee (SJAC) has specified that this offering will go to Family Promise. Donate online (uufbozeman.org/donate) and select “Give to 2nd Sunday charitable donation” or write a check payable to UUFB with “Family Promise” in the memo line.
	Family Promise supports families experiencing housing insecurity through transitional housing, prevention, stabilization, and workforce housing programs, helping families secure safe, affordable homes and build brighter futures. Rising Stars Early Learning Center provides developmentally appropriate care and early learning for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers, with scholarships based on income and expenses to make quality childcare accessible to every family in the community.

	Banned Book Group – September 16
	The Banned Book Group will meet on Wednesday, September 16th from 3:00–4:30 p.m. We’ll be discussing The Color Purple by Alice Walker. All are welcome—whether you’ve read the whole book or just want to listen in!

	Board Meeting – September 17
	The UUFB Board meets at UUFB and on Zoom monthly at 12:30 p.m. the date listed above. Please let a Board member know if you are interested in attending.

	Food Bank Sunday – September 20
	Non-perishable food donations and toiletries for the Gallatin Valley Food Bank will be collected at this UUFB service. Please bring your items and a member will deliver them to the food bank.

	Fork & Spoon Volunteers Needed – September 24
	2-3 Volunteers from UUFB are needed at Fork & Spoon from 4:30-7:30 p.m. Please sign up at least a week before the scheduled date by filling out the form located at uufbozeman.org/fork-spoon. If you have questions, please contact Randy B.

	Glass Recycling - Stepmber 27
	On the 4th Sunday of each month, UUFB has a glass recycling service for our members. There will be a volunteer in our parking lot accepting clean glass in boxes or bags to recycle. If you wish to offer a small payment for gas and time, feel free! Thank you to Mattie W. for being our glass recycling volunteer this month! Please do not leave the glass at the fellowship.
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	Sunday Services Suggestions and Feedback
	The Sunday Services Committee endeavors to present topics and speakers that are inspiring, informative, and stimulating—and we invite your feedback on past services and suggestions for future ones. You can share your ideas by completing the form at uufbozeman.org/3sf.

	Join the UUFB Hiking Group
	Would you like to be a part of our UUFB Hiking Group e-mail list? It's a great way to stay updated on our upcoming hikes and connect with fellow nature enthusiasts. If you're interested, simply reach out to Dick C. or email our Office Admin at admin@uufbozeman.org, and we'll make sure you're added to the list. Whether you're a seasoned hiker or just looking to enjoy the outdoors in good company, we welcome you to join us on our moderate hikes with a comfortable pace and fantastic camaraderie!

	Join Our Choir!
	Join our choir, led by Megan M! All skill levels are welcome. Connect, express, and spread joy through communal singing. Rehearsals are generally held on a Wednesday evening twice a month from 5:30–6:30 p.m. September–May, with performances once a month during a Sunday service. Upcoming: Sept. 16 & 23 rehearsals; Sept. 27 performance; Oct. 28 & Nov. 4 rehearsals; Nov. 8 performance; Dec. 9 & 16 rehearsals; Dec. 20 performance. Email admin@uufbozeman.org to join!

	UU Humanist Group
	The UU Humanist Group explores Humanism and its role in Unitarian Universalism. For more information and to find out when the next meeting is please contact Sara W.
	Family Promise will be the recipient of our September 2nd Sunday donations. The money we donate will be put into their general fund and used to support all their services. That list is long and the names of some of the programs have changed.
	Diversion and Prevention -  Family Promise  works to help families avoid the trauma of losing their housing. Case managers work with families to mediate with landlords, provide financial help for utilities, security deposits and rent.
	Transitional Housing – The transitional housing program provides temporary accommodations to families experiencing homelessness and enables them to stay together as they work to regain independence. This program is the one we previously knew as emergency housing.
	Bridge Housing -  This program helps families that are ready to move out of emergency housing. Currently there are ten housing units at the Journey Home campus. Bridge housing rent begins at below market rate ($500) and increases every three months. The goal is that each family pays near the market rate for rent by the time they are ready to leave the bridge housing program and so are ready to move on to housing in the community.
	Workforce Housing – There are five workforce housing units on the Journey Home campus that provide affordable living options for families working in essential sectors in our community. It helps stabilize the workforce, making it easier for employees to live near their jobs, reducing commute times, and enhancing overall quality of life.
	Rising Stars – provides day care and education for children so that families can work.
	All this work requires money to continue paying the mortgage for the Journey Home campus and for staff. Please be generous on September 13 as we continue UUFB’s support of this worthy venture.
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	2026-2027 Board Members
	• President: Lisa B.
	• Vice President: Kim H.
	• Past Presidents: Kaylin G. and Sandra O.
	• Secretary: Joy L.
	• Treasurer: Dave R.
	• Member-at-Large: May V.
	• Member-at-Large: James H.

	Committees/Task Force Leaders
	• Building & Grounds Committee: Tonya S., Contact
	• Building Coordinator: Tonya S., Contact
	• Caring Committee, Meals, Rides: Mary M., Contact
	• Communications Committee: Neil S., Contact
	• Committee on Shared Ministry: Anna J., Contact
	• Finance Committee: Bruce D., Chair
	• Fundraising: Open
	• Governance/Leadership: Tonya S., Contact
	• Hospitality/Membership: Tonya S., Chair
	• Interfaith Our Whole Lives: Asherah B., CRE
	• Interior Design: Barbara L., Contact
	• Investment Committee: Paul S., Chair
	• Leadership Council: Kim H., Contact
	• Legacy Giving: Pam P., Contact
	• Lifespan Religious Exploration: Warren K., Contact
	• Safety Task Force: Neil S., Contact
	• Social Activities: Diane K., Contact
	• Social Justice Action Committee: Randy B., Contact
	• Stewardship: Peg W., Contact
	• Sunday Services Committee: Jeanne M., Chair

	Contact Points
	• Book Sales/Little Library: Leona P.
	• Family Promise Task Force: Carolyn B.
	• Food Bank: Susan A., Norm E., Sandy K.
	• Fork & Spoon: Randy B.
	• Hiking Group: Dick C.
	• Humanist Group: Sara W.
	• Historian: Susan B.
	• Kitchen/Bath Supplier: Suzy S.
	• Men’s Group: Warren K.
	• Soul Matters Groups: Lynn F., Leona P.
	• UUFB Choir: Megan M.
	• Women’s Group: Diane K., Contact
	• Youth Group: Asherah B., CRE


	Staff
	• Minister: Rev. Charlotte L.
	• Office Administrator: Christy H.
	In-office hours: Tuesday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
	Remote hours: Tuesday-Friday, 11:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
	Out of the office on Monday
	• Coordinator of Religious Exploration: Asherah B.
	• Religious Exploration Sub Co-Teacher: Jasmine A.
	• Pianist: Open
	• Choir Director: Megan M.
	Contact us!
	uufbozeman.org/about-us/contact-us

	UUFB News & Events
	Calendar of Events
	See our calendar of upcoming events at: uufbozeman.org/news/events-page.

	Friday E-News
	Our weekly emails include details about upcoming events, announcements, and Sunday services. To join, please visit uufbozeman.org/news/e-news.

	Email Discussion List
	An email discussion list (listserv) has been established in order to communicate announcements and events of interest to the UUFB. To subscribe, send an email to our Office Administrator requesting to join.

	Newsletter
	The UUFB Newsletter is published monthly. The deadline to submit articles is the third Thursday of the month. Announcements & news for the Sunday Service bulletin and Friday e-news are due in by 9 a.m. every Tuesday. Articles, announcements & news can be submitted to our Office Administrator.



